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Beskidow jest jednym z najciekawszych grodéw na potudniu

Polski. Jako miasto o tej nazwie istnieje dopiero od 1.01.1951 .
kiedy oficjalnie potaczono dwie odrebne dotad miejscowosci Bielsko i
Biata, potozone na przeciwlegtych brzegach rzeki Biatej, stanowiacej
granice miedzy Slaskiem a Matopolska.

Slaskie Bielsko, zatozone w XIII w. juz w wieku XIV znalazto sie
w granicach krélestwa czeskiego, by nastepnie wraz z nim zostac
wiaczonym do monarchii Habsburgéw w 1526 r. Matopolska Biata,
ktora jako osada istniata od XVI w., potozona byta na zachodniej
granicy Rzeczpospolitej. Po | rozhiorze Polski w 1772 r. réwniez i ona
znalazta sie w Austrii, w nowo utworzonej prowingji — Galigji. Do-
piero w 1918 r., obie miejscowosci powrdcity do paristwa polskiego.

Cecha charakterystyczng ludnosci Bielska i Biatej az do Il wojny
$wiatowej byta jej wielonarodowos¢ i wielowyznaniowosc. Zyli obok
siebie Niemcy, Polacy, Zydzi, Czesi, katolicy, ewangelicy i wyznawcy
judaizmu. Wszystkie te nacje wniosty trwate elementy swojej kultury,
tworzac specyficzny tygiel narodowosciowy, ktéremu kres potozyta
| wojna $wiatowa.

Obecnie do Bielska-Biatej przyciaga gosci nie tylko piekno ar-
chitektury miasta, ale takze wspaniate krajobrazy otaczajacych go
gor. Wiele turystycznych szlakéw gdrskich rozpoczyna sie w miescie.
Mozna nimi wedrowac az do pofozonych o kilkadziesiat kilometrow
Stowagji i Czech.

Niewatpliwie duz3 atrakcja Bielska-Biatej jest nowoczesna kolejka
inowa na Szyndzielnie — jeden z beskidzkich szczytow lezacych
w granicach miasta.

Bielsko-Biata to miasto ciekawej historii i licznych zabytkéw. Wiele
znich nawiazuje urokiem i stylem do architektury wiedeniskiej. Dlate-
gotezmiastotolezace nakresach monarchiiHabsburgow nazwane zo-
stato ,Matym Wiedniem’”. Sposrdd wszystkich miejscowosci w Polsce
Bielsko-Biata moze sie poszczyci¢ najwieksza liczba pamiatek zwia-
zanych z rozwijajacym sie tu od czasu reformagji luteranizmem.

ielsko-Biata urokliwie roztozone u stop tancucha gérskiego
“~

elsko-Biata, picturesquely situated at the foot of the Beskid
Mountains, is one of the most interesting castle towns in the south
of Poland. The city has only been known by this composite name
since 1st January 1951, when the two individual towns of Bielsko and
Biafa — situated on opposite banks of the Biata River, the border between
the provinces of Silesia and Lesser Poland — were officially merged.
lesian Bielsko, founded in the 13th century, had by the 14th century
already been integrated into Bohemia, and both were then incorpo-
rated into the lands of the Habsburg Monarchy in 1526. Lesser Poland
Biafa, settled since the 16th century, was sited on Poland’s western bor-
der. This town too was ceded to Austria after the 1st Partition of Poland
in 1772 and integrated into the newly created province of Galicia. It was
not until 1918 that both towns were to be returned to the Polish state.

Their multi-ethnicity and multi-denominationalism were a distinc-
tive feature of the Bielsko and Biata populations up to the beginning
of the Second World War. Germans, Poles, Jews, Czechs and Catholics,
Lutherans and Jews lived alongside each other. All these people made
long-lasting cultural contributions to the city, creating a unique ethnic
melting pot, suppressed only by the Second World War.

Today, tourists are not drawn exclusively to Bielsko-Biafa by its
beautiful urban architecture but also by the stunning landscapes of
the surrounding mountain ranges. Many of the numerous mountain
trails start in the city. These can be followed for several kilometres
right up to destinations in Slovakia and the Czech Republic. The modern
cable car to Mount Szyndzielnia, one of the Beskid summits situated
within city borders, is one of Bielsko-Biata's undoubted attractions.

Bielsko-Biata is also known for its interesting history and numer-
ous historical monuments. The charm and style of many of these are
reminiscent to viennese architecture. This is why the city situated in
the borderlands of the Habsburg monarchy has been dubbed ‘Little
Vienna' Bielsko-Biata, of all the cities in Poland, can be proud of the
highest number of historical reminders of the growth of Lutheranism
since the times of the Reformation.
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